
Participatory Research Advocacy Research 
 Begins with the 

assumption that the 
project must collect data 
that will later be useful in 
promoting social change 

 
 The subject group 

participates in deciding 
what the goals and 
methods of the study 
should be and how the 
findings should be used 
 

 Integrates the subjects 
into the research process 
to identify and publicize 
social changes that they 
require 
 

 Many projects succeed 
only in consciousness 
raising, changing the 
behaviour of individuals, 
or solidifying community 
networks 

 Aims to highlight and 
change social inequality 

 
 Does not require that the 

subject group participate 
to the same degree 
(useful if the group is 
illiterate, doesn’t speak 
the same language or is 
scattered geographically) 
 

 Assumes that identifying 
and publicizing social 
changes will be the 
researchers/advocate’s 
duty 
 

 Has the potential to alter 
the structures of 
established institutions 

 


